THANK YOU

FOR SUPPORTING APOPO

in protecting wildlife by adopting young HeroRAT Jane.
Named after Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE, founder of the Jane Goodall Institute
and UN Messenger of Peace.

THIS CLASSIFIED INFORMATION BELONGS TO
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Jane is being trained as a Wildlife Detec-
tion Rat or ‘HeroRAT’ for short: APOPO’s
HeroRATs have been saving human lives
for 25 years, now their noses have turned
to save the lives of fellow animals.

As a HeroRAT adopter, you are part of a
remarkable community of people who are
supporting APOPO and a unique group of
HeroRATs to help combat the illegal wild-
life trade.

This information pack will introduce you
to Jane’s world as you follow her adven-
ture to become a real-life hero.
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Full Name
Gender
Scientific Name
Date of Birth
Birthplace
Parents
Siblings
Education

Personality
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Jane

Female

Cricetomys ansorgei

May 25, 2024

Morogoro, Tanzania

Haikaeli (f] + Lew [m)]

1 brother Faru, 1 sister Tulia
Wildlife Detection Trainee

Gentle and playful




APOPO’s HeroRATs are They get their name from
African giant pouched rats their large size, which is

[Cricetomys ansargei]. roughly equal to a small cat,
and cheek pouches (similar to

hamsters] that they use to store
and carry food.

They are omnivores and The fur coats of HeroRATs These little heroes weigh
mainly nocturnal and can be range from grey to ginger- about a kilo (2.2 Ibs].
found throughout most of colored, with pale underparts and Agile and small, they can navigate
sub-Saharan Africa. they have a bare, white-tipped, through small spaces.
body-length tail.

TOP TEN FACTS ABOUT HERORATS

- All HeroRATs are bern at our Breeding Center in perience, the rats also get better at distinguish-
Morogoro, Tanzania [East Africa). ~ ing subtle odor pictures with training.

Rat pups are born in litters of 2-6 pups that ' v/ Research at APOPO has found that our rats are
remain undisturbed with their mother for four capable of smelling in minute picagram quanti-
weeks before they begin training. ties - this is equivalent to 1 trillionth of a gram!
As soon as their eyes open, the rat pups begin APOPQO trains the HeroRATs using operant con-
learning all about the warld around them and ~ ditioning to shape and reward behavior with a
what it takes to become a hero. handheld clicker and food treats.

n It takes around a year to fully train a rat. Just HeroRATs must pass strict testing before pro-
like us, some rats are fast learners and others : gressing to the next stage of their training.
need some mare encouragement. ! F Fully trained HeroRATs will help authorities
Our HeroRATs are trained to detect multiple tackle the wildlife trafficking crisis, helping con-
targets such as pangolin scales and rhino horn; servationists in the fight to protect endangered
even when they are hidden among other smelly : Species.
items used to conceal them.

Like a wine connoisseur who might be able to
distinguish the subtle differences between a -
g ‘__cab,ernet' and pinotage aroma from years of ex-
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TOP 5 FACTS ABOUT PANGOLINS

e

B Pangolin Means ‘Roller’ ;

¥
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The name comes from the Malay word peng-
gulung, meaning ‘roller, which describes how
pangolins curl into a protective ball when
threatened. Known as ‘scaly anteaters’, their
‘diet consists mainly of ants and termites.

E Eight Unique Species

Four pangalin species live in Africa: Black-
‘bellied pangalin, White-bellied pangalin, Giant
“Ground pangglin, and Temminck’s Ground

pangalin. Four more are foundin Asia.

‘A Species Under Threat.

All'‘pangolins face extinction risks and are
protected by national and inter-

national laws. Three species :

- are critically endangered, 88

n Most Trafficked Mammal

Pangolins are hunted for their meat and scales,

-particularly in Asia, making them the most

illegally trafficked mammal worldwide.

Pangolin Scales Are Unique

Made of keratin, their scales are highly
durable-great for defense but sadly a key
reason for poaching. Let’s protect them!
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HOW TO TRAIN A
WILDLIFE DETECTION RAT

SOCIALIZATION

to humans and Hahituation to various environments - this training be-
gins when young rat pups first open their eyes-around 4 weeks of age and
continue well after they are weaned from their mother.

BALL PULL INDICATION

training teaches the rat that it can cause the “CLICK” sound (and resulting
food treat] by pulling at a ball attached to their vest. This behavior will later
allow the rat to communicate to its human handler when it has found a
target scent.

DISCRIMINATION TRAINING

teaches the rat subtle differences between the target scent and nume-
rous other scents they might encounter. The rat’s indication response is
only rewarded when it accurs in the presence of the target scent.

* CLICKER TRAINING

begins shortly after the pups are weaned from their mather at 10 weeks
old. This training establishes the sound [‘CLICK’] of a handheld device
as a signal that tasty food reward is available. They also learn to get
comfortable wearing-a vest.

TARGET SCENT TRAINING

Now the rat is trained to pull at the ball in close vicinity of the target
scent. The type of container holding the target scent changes between
training sessions.

DEPLOYMENT SYSTEM TRAINING

This step progressively prepares the rat for operational environments.
The rat learns to systematically search an area while walking on a leash,
perform free searches inside a shipping container, and sniff at holes in
a trolley. Each method involves encountering a variety of hidden targets
and non-targets.

apopL~»—




T

N S S

Sl

Rats have an exceptional sense of smell and their sensitivity for a specific scent increases with
training.

Locally sourced and widely available, our HeroRATs are native to most of sub-Saharan Africa,
which means they're already adapted to the local environment and widely available.

Rats are easily transferable between trainers. Though they’re social animals, our HeroRATs do not
bond closely to their trainers meaning they’re not phased when being transferred between trainers
or sent abroad for operations.

Rats are cost-effective to source, breed and care for. Their small size makes them easy to trans-
port both locally and internationally.

HeroRATs are omnivores and it's easy to provide them a well-balanced diet of fresh, locally sourced
fruits, vegetables, and protein such as sun-dried sardines. Peanuts, avocado, and bananas are
firm favorites!

Our rats are indigenous to sub-Saharan Africa and therefore resistant to most tropical diseases.
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Animal Welfare is a top priority for
everyone at APOPO. We work in partner-
ship with these wonderful

animals and do everything

we can to ensure that they

are treated like the heroes

they are.

All of our animals live in

spacious homes with ab-

sorbent bedding and have

aclay pot to sleep and relax in and items
to chew on to keep their teeth in check.
When not in their home enclosures, our
HeroRATs have access to large shaded
outdoor play areas to enrich their down-
time and provide them with plenty of
opportunities to be a rat, climbing and
running around.

APQOPQ’s rats receive routine preventa-
tive veterinary care, including regular
health checks and deworming. Regular
health and welfare assessments from
our expert staff ensure any signs of
illness or discomfort are caught early.

APOPO is a Belgian NGO working to free the world from landmines and tuberculosis. For
over 25 years APOPO has trained African giant pouched rats, also known as ‘HeroRATS',
to detect landmines and tuberculosis using their incredible sense of smell.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL!

TikTok ‘ Facebook ‘ Twitter ‘ e __ Instagram ‘ O] Youtube
@herorats @herorat @herorats In @herorats @herorats
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Albert is loved by the HeroRATs and has fondly been nicknamed ‘Uncle Albert’. Albert
is responsible for introducing the HeroRAT pups to our world and helping them to be-
come comfortable with humans.

| love this part of my job. It's amazing to see how fast the pups
are growing and how eager they are to explore their surroundings.”
Albert, HeroPUP Trainer & Rodent Breeding Coordinator

At around 4 weeks, the first step to becoming a HeroRAT is taken when the pups begin

. their “socialization & habituation” stage of training. Uncle Albert gently carries them

around, introducing them to sights, sounds, smells and textures. He adapts them to
future training environments in a controlled and safe setting. Albert nurtures pups be-
tween the ages-of 4-10 weeks old as they grow in confidence and curiosity under his
watchful care.

Albert has been with APOPO in Morogoro, Tanzania since March 2003. He is a bonafide
rat whisperer and has given over 750 pups an amazing start to life! He develops an
amazing bond with all the HeroRATs under his care.
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